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Communiqué from 10 December 2025 meeting
The Northern Territory Veterans Affairs Ministerial Advisory Council (NTVAMAC) met with the Minister for Veterans, the Hon Jinson Charls MLA, for the final meeting of 2025.  The Council discussed key issues affecting the veteran community, provided strategic advice, and explored opportunities to strengthen Operation Thrive and enhance liveability for veterans and their families across the Northern Territory.
VAMAC Terms of Reference
The Council provided feedback on the Terms of Reference and recommended the inclusion of current Defence representation in an ex-officio capacity.  This addition would ensure the Council benefits from up‑to‑date insights, improved connectivity with serving Defence personnel, and a stronger link between Defence and the veteran community. 
Minister’s Session
The Minister welcomed NTVAMAC’s newly appointed chair and five new members to the Council. He acknowledged their commitment to creating a strong, inclusive and supportive environment for veterans and their families.
The Minister also provided several key updates:
Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide
The Northern Territory Government has formally responded to the Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide. Of the Commission’s 122 recommendations, 10 carry direct implications for the Northern Territory.
The response is available here: NT response to the Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide.
Aged Care Developments
Land has been secured in Palmerston for a new 120‑bed aged care facility, reaffirming the Government’s commitment to accessible, quality aged care for veterans and the broader community.
Matters raised by members included:
· Improving aged‑care literacy and support to help navigate Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) processes
· Strengthening pathways for veteran employment within the Northern Territory Public Service
· Addressing gaps in veteran‑related data availability to support better planning and service delivery.
The Minister thanked Council members for their contribution to veterans and their families and welcomed the opportunity to provide advice and guidance on matters affecting serving and ex-servings members. 
Operation Thrive
The Department of People, Sport and Culture provided an update to members on projects and programs funded under Operation Thrive and sought input from the Council. 
The Council discussed previous and current initiatives at length and highlighted priority areas for future focus including education pathways for widows, targeted recognition of Indigenous veterans and targeted programs for ageing veterans.
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