
THE NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

Copy No.

CONFIDENTIAL
CABINET DECISION

No...."??..

Submission No.: 5488

Title: DECLARATION OF GREGORY NATIONAL PARK

Cabinet -

(a) noted that agreement has been reached between the
Conservation Commission and the Department of Mines
and Energy in relation to exploration and mining
operations in Northern Territory parks and reserves;

(b) agreed that the agreement and other action satisfies
the requirements of Cabinet Decision No. 3668 of
19 July 1984 and that the declaration of Gregory
National Park may now proceed; and

(c) directed that advice be sought from the Department of
Law prior to the declaration being submitted to
Executive Council that there is no impediment to
declaration flowing from an existing Aboriginal land
claim over portion of the area.

»ll

l/kA4^

A. G. MORRIS
Secretary to Cabinet.

2 March 1990
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THE NORTHERN TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA

Copy No:

CONFIDENTIAL

FOR CABINET SUBMISSION No:. 54M

Title:

Minister

Purpose:

Relation to
existing
policy:

Timing/
legislative
priority;

Announcement
of decision,
tabling, etc:

Action re-
quired before
announcement:

Staffing
implications,
numbers and
costs, etc:

Total cost:

DECLARATION OF GREGORY NATIONAL PARK

MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION
HON S P' HATTON, MLA

TO ADVISE CABINET OF AN AGREEMENT REGARDING
MINERAL EXPLORATION IN PARKS AND RESERVES
WHICH HAS BEEN REACHED BETWEEN THE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION AND THE DEPARTMENT
OF MINES AND ENERGY AND TO SEEK AGREEMENT
FROM CABINET THAT DECLARATION OF GREGORY
NATIONAL PARK CAN NOW PROCEED.

CONSISTENT
*•

ROUTINE

UNNECESSARY AT THIS STAGE

NIL

NIL

NIL
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CONFIDENTIAL

Department/AKto^......OF. THE.. CHIEF.. .MINISTER..

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

TITLE: .DE.C.LARATION.. .OF.. GREG9.RY .:NATIPNAL. PARK.

COMMENTS:

The Submission is supported,

SIGNED: B CHAMBERS

DESIGNATION: A/DEPUTY SECRETARY

DATE:
6-49

5-' /9<?o CONFIDENTIAL
Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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CONFIDENTIAL

Department/Authority.. -NORTHERN. . TE.RRITO.RY.. .TREASURY.

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

DECLARATION OF GREGORY NATIONAL PARK
TITLE:

COMMENTS:

Treasury notes that the declaration of Gregory National Park does
not have any immediate budgetary consequences. There may well be
future funding requirements, however, and these will have to be
addressed in the normal budget context.

N R CONN

UNDER TREASURER

SIGNED:

DESIGNATION:'

DATE: 7- FEBRUARY 199° CONFIDENTIAL

Government Printer of the Northern Territory

Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 321, Decision 6392



CONFIDENTIAL

Department/Authority: .....LAW

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

TITLE: DECLARATION OF GREGORY NATIONAL PARK

COMMENTS:

There appear to be no constitutional or legal barriers to the

proposal.

Mining exploration activity on Aboriginal Sacred Sites must

comply with the Northern Territory Aboriginal Sacred Sites Act

1989.

SIGNED: Peter Conran

DESIGNATION: 6 Secretary, Department of Law

DATE: 29 January 1990
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CONFIDENTIAL

Department/Authority...........LA.N.D.S,AND,HpusiNG

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

TITLE: ...................... DE.CLA.RATIPN.P.F-.GRE.GPRY..NATIP^

COMMENTS:

The submission is supported.

SIGNED: PAUL TYRRELL

DESIGNATION: Secretary

DATE:
6-49

^/'/^ CONFIDENTIAL
G. L. DUFFIELD, Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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CONFIDENTIAL

NORTHERN TERRITORY TOURIST COMMISSION
Department/Authority.

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

TITLE: ........ D.ECLARA.T.IQN.. Of. . .GREGORY.. NA.T.IQNAL. . PARK.

COMMENTS:

Endorse as proposed

SIGNED:

DESIGNATION: REGIONAL DIRECTOR

DATE: 9/2/90 CONFIDENTIAL
Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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CONFIDENTIAL

Department/Authority...DEPARTMEN.T....QE...MINE.S...&....ENER,GX/.P.OWE.R...&...WArEE.R....AU-T-HGR-I-T-Y

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

TITLE: ...........................DE.C^.^.TIP1N....OF...GREGPRY...^^^^

COMMENTS:

The submission is supported.

SIGNED: ^>^^^^^^^J\^
DESIGNATION: SECRETARY/CHAIRMAN

DATE: 5/2/1990 CONFIDENTIAL
A. 8. CAUDELL, Governmenl Printer of the Northern Ten-iiory
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CONFIDENTIAL

Department/Authority.....co.-ORDIN.ATIONCOMMITTEE,

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

TITLE: DECL^R^.'?'?.?^. .9.? .??:?.(?.9?X. ^'??P?^1 .?.K^>.

COMMENTS:

The Committee supports the Submission.

SIGNED:

DESIGNATION:

DATE:

A.G. MORRIS
Chairman

7.^f -0 CONFIDENTIAL
G. L. DUFHELD, Government Printer of the Northern Temtory
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CONFIDENTIAL
-1_

RECOMMENDATION

1. It is recommended that Cabinet -

(a) note that agreement has been reached between the

Conservation Commission and the Department of Mines

and Energy in relation to exploration and mining

operations in Northern Territory parks and

reserves;

(b) agree that the agreement and other action satisfies

the requirements of Cabinet Decision No.3668 and

that the declaration of Gregory National Park may

now proceed.

BACKGROUND

2. On 19 July 1984, Cabinet, by Decision No. 3668, approved

in principle the establishment of a national park in the

Victoria River District. This involved the acquisition

of portions of land from existing pastoral properties in

the area.

3. The acquired land was vested in the Northern Territory

Development Land Corporation (now the Northern Territory

Land Corporation). The Conservation Commission was
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appointed to be the management authority of the area

until such time as mineral exploration in the area was

complete. It was the intention that following

satisfactory provision for any consequential mining

activities in the park, title was to be transferred to

the Conservation Land Corporation.

4. Cabinet directed that legislative amendments be

developed which would permit and regulate exploration

activities in parks and reserves .

CONSIDERATION OF THE ISSUES_

5. In accordance with the directions of Cabinet, amending

legislation was developed and eventually commenced in

1986 following a lengthy period of public involvement.

6. Also, discussions between the Department of Mines and

Energy and the Conservation Commission have resulted in

the drawing up of an agreement on guidelines for the

conduct of exploration and mining activities in parks

and reserves. This agreement has been endorsed by the

Minister for Mines and Energy and the Minister for

Conservation and is at Attachment A.

7. The Department of Mines and Energy has further reserved

certain areas within the park from occupation under the
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Mininq__Act_. At Attachment B is a map of the proposed

park showing the locations of these reservations.

8. It is now considered that the requirements of Cabinet

Decision No.3668 have been fulfilled and, in

consequence, action to declare the area to be a park

under the Territory Parks_and wildlife Conservation Act

can commence.

OPTIONS

9. The options available to Cabinet are;

(a) to agree that the agreement reached between the

Conservation Commission and the Department of Mines

and Energy together with legislation already

enacted, satisfies the requirements of Cabinet

Decision No.3668 and, in consequence, declaration

action can proceed; or

(b) not agree to the above.

10. Option (a) is the recommended option. Not only will

declaration of the park be very favourably received in

the public arena, but also it will enable the

Conservation Commission, as managers, to use available

legislative controls as part of the management activity.
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PUBLIC IMPACT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS

11. It is believed that the recommendations will be

favourably received.

I- FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

it 12. Declaration of the park will not involve expenditure.

i9k.

|| Development of proposed Gregory Park is continuing with

funding allocated through normal budgetary processes.

REGULATORY IMPACT

13. Nil

EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

14. Nil.

COMMONWEALTH, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

15. No effect,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CO-ORDINATION AND CONSULTATION

16. The Submission has been circulated to the NT Treasury,

the Departments of the Chief Minister, Law, Lands and

Housing, Mines and Energy, the NT Tourist Commission and

the Co-ordination Committee.

LEGISLATION

17. No requirement.

PUBLICITY

18. Not considered necessary at this stage.

TIMING

19. Routine.

STEVE HATTON

CONFIDENTIAL
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Attachment A

AGREEMENT FOR EXPLORATION AMD MINING ON
TERRITORY PARKS AND RESERVES

1. This agreemenc LS taecween the Conservation Commission

of the Northern TerrLtacy (CCNT) a-r.d the Deoartme."t o£

Mices and Energy (DME).

The aarseme."!: aooi.ies to aii areas of l-acd declared as

c. Dark or-reserve under section 9(4) or sectio". 12 of

the Territory Parks cr.a WildliS.s Conservacion Act, for

the purposes of the'mir.irzg legisiatioc, ir.ciudic.g the

Mi r. i r-a, Coal ar.d. Pecroie'jm Acts, and defines

cocditior.s which will a.aoi'/ to ail exoio^ation c.nd

mir.ir.q i^er.s^er'.ts issued bv the DME.

1c also csfines associacec os-oceG'^rss '- co be

i-~n.oie.Tter.cec c-v che CCN7 ar.d DMS. For i-.civicuci areas

o;: iar.d/ che acreemer.c 'wiii be accomocr.iec bv rricps

Lcer.c i£yL?.g acrsed Reserves ;rom Occ'joa c.ior., ser.sicLvs

areas, c^o crsss over whicn cer.erai cocdicior-s wi_i

aooi'/.

The Commission will advise. DUE of all ar.sas o£ land

subject to Cocnmission care, control ar.d mana.gemer.t
\

which have r.oc. besc. declared under seccioc 12 or the

Territoc-v Parks and Wildlife Canservstion Act ana

which ars pcoaosed for deciaracion under secciac 9(4)

oc the Tes-ritocv Pac-ks and Wildlife Conservation Ace.

1 -
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Areas described ac 2 aaove will be declared under

section 9(4) of the Tec-ritorv Parks and wildlife
/

Conservation Act.

DME will assess an'/ exoioracion licences currsr.t over

such areas and will negotiate in good faith with the

comoar-ies rior ir.clusion ofc these aareed conditions for

exaioratioc ir. those cases where existir-a cor.ditions

do not adequately comoiy with this agreement.

DME will assess a.r.y micir.g ter.emer.t currer.t wifchin

such sreas and will r.sqotiate in aood faith with the

coraoar-ies cor.cer.ied to acree to er.virocmer.tal

assessnier'.c of projects which hsve ".oc ysc oroceeced to

Geveioome."c.

The Cocuraissior. ar.d DME wirl acree or. those c;re=s

W L i: ;i 1 "- 0 arks ar.d reserves, whic:"; bv rsaso". o;: their

oarticuiar se".si civ itv 0;: £sser: vclLie, sncuia be

declared as Reserves crom OCCUD£CLOQ 'jr.cer the

ocovisions of the Mip.ina Act, the Coal Act sna tne

Pstrole'jm Act.

Existico Reserves from ' Occupscioc within parks a-r-a

reserves will be reviewed jointly sr.d those which are

not necessary will be revoked.

2 -

K EXE-D6723

Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 321, Decision 6392



In general, packs and reserves less than 1,000

hectares in size will be reserved from occupation
rf-

under the pcavisLocs oc the Mining Act, the Coal Act

and the petroleum Act. It is considered chat

exDloracion ar.d raining activity in such areas would be

insignificant and could ".ot be accommodated without

seriously imaairing park values.

m

The general cocditions of exploration as approved by

Cabinet Decisior: No'. 4385 will aDoiv over the area or

ail parks ar.d reserves, together with some additional

conditions which it is aareec will also cDDiv over the

whole of che area of ail oarks ar.d reserves. These

are iisced i-c --ctach.mer.t 1.

i.0 . Areas of ssec^zi ser.sitr/'icy WLchir. oarxs ar.a reserves

will be parsed becw-ee". ocficers oc DME ar.d cne

Comraissior., ar.c the foilowi.-.Q acd i S-i.or.ai condicior.s

will £DO1v:

"The licensee shall/ orioc co the commencement

o£ a programme of exploration, request the

Secrecarv o£ the • Deoartment to conver.e a

Proarsmme Re'/iew • Meecinq consistir.g oi: a

delegate o£ the Secretary, a delegate o£ the

•Director of Conservation,' and the licensee or

his agents, under the Chairmanship at the

deleaace of the Secretary to review ail aspects

3 -
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Ift

of the programme o£ exploration". Further

programme review meecir.gs shall ^ be convened at

agreed appcopriate intervals.

(b) "The licensee sha.ii cocduct; its exploration ir. s

manner consistent with the programme as approved

bv che deieaace ot: the Secretary roiiowina the

review by the prooramme preview Meeticg and any

instructions chat may be aiver. to the licensee

bv the deieaate or the Secretary".

(c) "If the iicenses is ir.voived ir: activities thsc

ir- che ooi".ior. of £r'. ocficer of the Cor.se^vc.cioc"-

Commissior. could be aeemec to be accivi. c.i.'es^_'~' " — — — ^---—y-
{I

outsi.cs che acreec orocra.-ime ar-a cne ma'-cter

car.r.oc be resolved i.-nraecLscs ly on-sice, che

officer may i".s^ruct che iice.-see or his a.Qer-cs

wricir-2 to csase chcse aciivicies for 24

hours or or.s £uii worxina da'/ =.".0 the iicer-see

shall comoiv with such an ir.struccior.. The

Cor.servation Commissior. ocficer shall advise the

deieaate of the Secretary who shall investigate

the matter and turther- ins^ruc^. the licensee or .

his aaen c" .

4 -
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Minina

<f

11. All micing tenements proposed toe issue within an area

the subject of this agreement will be subject to

er.virocmentai assessmep.c as required by Cabi.^ec

Decision No. 4385 ar.d procedures are to accord with

the reauiremer.ts of the Er.v iror.mental Assessmer.t Ac^.

Extractive Minerals

12. permits and leases tfor extractive mir.erais will only

be granted wiLhin parks and reserves subject to such

cdditior.ai ccnditior.s as cna</ be aareed beiiwee". the

Commissior. ar.d DME as recuired by ssccior.s 176A(2)(b)
1

ar.Q 176A(^:} oi the M.ir.ir.a Ace.

5 -
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ATTACHMENT 1

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR EXPLORATION

The agreed conditions Ln accordance with Csbi.nec Decision

No. 4385 are:

<s

(a) exploration-personnel and their coctraccors and agents

shall er.surs chat 'no firesrms or traps are brought

ir.co the park and that co wildlife is taker: or killed

in the park.

(b) No hiscoric sites or structures shall, be discuroea or

ir.csrfsred with in ari</ wav ^.".iess orior writhe."

coorovai h.as been crar.cea b'/ che Direc.tor o;

Cor.ser'/acic."..

(c) Fire shaii ".oc be used excsot far che ouroose or

oreoarica food o;: heatina water and all reasor.aoie

steps shall be taken to prevent fires from spcesding.

(d) Disturbance of vegetation, soil/ srock and wiidlite in

che arez is to be kept to- s rair.imum.

(e) • All structures, facilities, survey markings or other

related work shall be or a Cempocary nature and shall

be removed from the area ac the comalecior: oc each

6 -
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programme unless approved otherwise by the. Minister

for Mines and Energy.

(£) Ail sites where the ground has beep. disturbed shall be

rehabilitated and r-evegetated to standards approved by

the M.inister for Mines and Energy.

:g) ExDioration camas and associated services and

facilities shall only be established in such areas as

are approved by the-Minister for Mines ana Energy.

h) All waste raatsriai aoar^ from-' soil, rock acd

vecetation resuitir.a from exoioracLoc: activicies

( i.r.ciudi.r.g camp-raiatsd sctivi ti@'s) , shaii be remo'/ed

from the oar:< or disoosed ot i??' a manner aocrcveG o'/
(7

che Miniscer !:or Mj-r.es ar.a Sr.ergy.

Ail exoioracicr. persor.r-ei sr.d cor.cractors shall be

Lr.scrucced or. the r.ecess i £••/ co pirotecc archaeoiocicsi ,

AborLgir.al, i-iiszoiric ar.d ocher s ignir: ica."c sites ar.G

structures which may exisc within the oark.

The holder o£ the exoioracion rights shall advise and

keeo the Director or Cor.servstion ir.focmed, in ger.eral

terras, of the expiocacion programme and activi.ti.es

withir. the oark.

7 -
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Note

In relation to conditions (e), (£), (g) and (h) above,
^

tne—'Depac'cment undertakes that consideration of these

issues will be done in consultation with the

Commission and that any determination will be in

accocdance with the express rea-uiremeccs of the

Minister £oc Conservation.

In addition, the' following general conditions will also

apply:

(k) Exoioration comoanies are. required to contact the

Commission's delegated representative in che field

Drioc co ccmraer.cin.g exoloration.

(1) A"-'/ tracks, roads or airstrips which are^ esca^'1 ished
l/

witnir. che oark shall be rehsbil L tated ir. c.ciordar.ce

with Clause (f) ofc this seccron, unless recuired to be

recair.ed ^or park purposes. Such requiremer.cs to be

nocified ir- writing by the Director of Cor.servati.on Oir

his deieq.ace to the Secretary oi: DME and the licensee.

(m) The licscises shall strip the fcoa 100-150mm of soil

from areas to be excavated and stockpile separately.

Foiiowir.a comDiecion of a-sssssme".t, sub-soii should be

ceaiaced first in the excavation and compacted. The

surface should be resto'red as near as acacticabie to

natural ground contours and the stockpiled top 100-

150mm should chen. be sacead ever.iy over the surface.

8 -
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