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CONFIDENTIAL
CABINET DECISION

Submission No.: 5488

Title:

Cabinet

(a)

(b)

(c)

DECLARATION OF GREGORY NATIONAL PARK

noted that agreement has been reached between the
Conservation Commission and the Department of Mines
and Energy in relation to exploration and mining
operations in Northern Territory parks and reserves;

agreed that the agreement and other action satisfies
the requirements of Cabinet Decision No. 3668 of

19 July 1984 and that the declaration of Gregory
National Park may now proceed; and

directed that advice be sought from the Department of
Law prior to the declaration being submitted to
Executive Council that there is no impediment to
declaration flowing from an existing Aboriginal land
claim over portion of the area.

A. G. MORRIS
Secretary to Cabinet.

2 March 1990

6-201/1

CONFIDENTIAL

G. L. DUFFIELD, Government Printer of the Northern Territorv
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Copy No: e i s
CONFIDENTIAL
:‘P
FOR CABINET ; SUBMISSION No: 548’ ........
Title: DECLARATION OF GREGORY NATIONAL PARK
MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION
e HON S P' HATTON, MLA
Minister
TO ADVISE CABINET OF AN AGREEMENT REGARDING
Purpose: -MINERAL EXPLORATION IN PARKS AND RESERVES
WHICH HAS BEEN REACHED BETWEEN THE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION AND THE DEPARTMENT
OF MINES AND ENERGY AND TO SEEK AGREEMENT
FROM CABINET THAT DECLARATION OF GREGORY
NATIONAL PARK CAN NOW PROCEED.
Relation to CRHaTRA T
existing e
policy:
ROUTINE
Timing/
legislative
priority:
L R UNNECESSARY AT THIS STAGE
of decision,
tabling, etc:
NIL
Action re-
quired before
announcement:
Staffing NIL
implications,
numbers and
costs, etc:
NIL
Total cost:

CONFIDENTIAL
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Department/Axthaoity. ... OF THE CHIEF LR

COMMENTS:

The Submission is supported.

%@Ww\

SIGNED: B CHAMBERS
DESIGNATION: A/DEPUTY SECRETARY

DATE: 58S (990 CONFIDENTIAL

6-49

Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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Department/Authority.. NORTHERN.. TERRITORY. ..TREASURY.......vovovovemoooeooooooo

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

COMMENTS:

Treasury notes that the declaration of Gregory National Park does
not have any immediate budgetary consequences. There may well be
future funding requirements, however, and these will have to be
addressed in the normal budget context.

/LM/CA-N,_/

SIGNED: N R CONN .
DESIGNATION: UNPER TREASURER
DATE: 2~ FEBRUARY 1990 ONEIS Tl

6-49 » Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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Department/Authority: .....EAW..................................

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

DECLARATION OF GREGORY NATIONAL PARK

TITLE: LS o G A e S Do A e O e R e I ey S s

® 05 0502000808005 0020609 0000000005000 00000000°0008080800s0000600

COMMENTS :

There appear to be no constitutional or legal barriers to the

proposal.
Mining exploration activity on Aboriginal Sacred Sites must

comply with the Northern Territory Aboriginal Sacred Sites Act
1989.

Ll

SIGNED: Peter Conran

DESIGNATION: XSecretary, Department of Law
DATE: 29 January 1990
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Department/Authority........... LANDS AND HOUSING e
COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

COMMENTS:

The submission is supported.

e,

SIGNED: PAUL TYRRELL

DESIGNATION: Secretary
DATE:  3/(/g0 CONFIDENTIAL

6-49 G. L. DUFFIELD, Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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Department/Authority................... N ORT HE RN 3 TE R RITORY . TOURI ST ; COMMISS ION ................

COMMENT ON CABINET SUBMISSION No.

TITLE: ........ DECLARATION..OF..GREGORY..NAT.IONAL.. PARK........coooooovoo

COMMENTS:

Endorse as proposed.

SIGNED: \ fj@w ‘

DESIGNATION: REGIONAL D IRECTOR
DATE: 9/2/90 CONFIDENTIAL

6-49 Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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COMMENTS:

The submission is supported.

i T

DESIGNATION: SECRETARY/CHAIRMAN
DATE: 5/2/1990 CONFIDENTIAL

A. B. CAUDELL, Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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COMMENTS:

The Committee supports the Submission.

SIGNED:

A.G. MORRIS
DESIGNATION: Chairman
DATE: R 70 CONFIDENTIAL

6-49 G. L. DUFFIELD, Government Printer of the Northern Territory
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1.

It is recommended that Cabinet -

(a) note that agreement has been reached between the
Conservation Commission and the Department of Mines
and Energy in relation to exploration and mining
operations in Northern Territory parks and

reserves;

(b) agree that the agreement and other action satisfies
the requirements of Cabinet Decision No.3668 and
that the declaration of Gregory National Park may

now proceed.

BACKGROUND

2.

On 19 July 1984, Cabinet, by Decision No. 3668, approved

in principle the establishment of a national park in the

Victoria River District. This involved the acquisition
il

of portions of land from existing pastoral properties in

the area.
The acquired land was vested in the Northern Territory
Development Land Corporation (now the Northern Territory

Land Corporation). = The Conservation Commission was

CONFIDENTIAL
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appointed tc be the management authority of the area
until such time as mineral exploration in the area was
complete. It was the intention that following
satisfactory provision for any consequential mining
activities in the park, title was to be transferred to

the Conservation Land Corporation.
Cabinet directed that legislative amendments be
developed which would permit and regulate exploration

activities in parks and reserves.

CONSIDERATION OF THE ISSUES

In accordance with the directions of Cabinet, amending

legislation was developed and eventually commenced in

1986 following a lengthy period of public involvement.

Also, discussions between the Department of Mines and
Energy and the Conservation Commission have resulted in
the drawing up of an agreement on guidelines for the
conduct of exploration and mining activities in parks
and reserves. This agreement has been endorsed by the
Minister for Mines and Energy and the Minister for

Conservation and is at Attachment A.

The Department of Mines and Energy has further reserved

certain areas within the park from occupation under the

CONFIDENTIAL
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Mining Act. At Attachment B is a map of the proposed

park showing the locations of these reservations.

It is now considered that the requirements of Cabinet
Decision No.3668 have been fulfilled and, in
consequence, action to declare the area to be a park

under the Territorv Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act

can commence.

OPTIONS

9.

10.

The options available to Cabinet are:

(a) to agree that the agreement reached between the
Conservation Commission and the Department of Mines
and Energy together with legislation already
enacted, satisfies the requirements of Cabinet
Decision No.3668 and, in consequence, declaration

action can proceed; or
(b) not agree to the above.

Option <(a) is the recommended option. Not only will
declaration of the park be very favourably received in
the public arena, but also it will enable the
Conservation Commission, as managers, to use available

legislative controls as part of the management activity.

CONFIDENTIAL
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PUBLIC IMPACT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS

11. It is believed that the recommendations will be

favourably received.

FINANCIAL CONSTIDERATIONS

12. Declaration of the park will not involve expenditure.
Development of proposed Gregory Park is continuing with

funding allocated through normal budgetary processes.

REGULATORY IMPACT

13. Nil.

EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAIL RELATIONS

14. Nil.

COMMONWEALTH, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

15. No effect.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Attachment &

AGREEMENT FOR EXPLORATION AND MINING O8N -

TERRITORY PARKS AND RESEZRVES

o

This agreement [s bhetween the Coaservatioan Commission

of the Northern Territory (CCNT) and the Department of

d Enezgy (DHE) .

o]

Mines a

The &grzement cpplies to all areas of land declared as

serve under section 9(4) or sectian 12 of

the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservacioa Act, for

-

the purposes of the miacling legislatioa, Includiag the
Mdining, Coal and Petroleum Acts, and defines
coanditioas whica will zpoly to all explorztion and

minling tsnemencs issued by the DME.

I also defines assoclizcsed orccedurss * TO be )

of land, cne aegrzsmentc w
i - - — - . —— - - - P
iCenoliying agreed Reserves from OQccunacion, sansitcive

The Commissioa will advise DME of all areas of laad

.
su

bject to Commission care, coatrol and menagement
AY

declered under seccion 12 of the

.

winich have not been
Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservarion Act aad

which are prooosad for declaration under sectioa 9(4)

Qf the Territocv Parks aand Wildlife Coaservatioa Act.
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3. Areas described at 2 above will be declared under
section 9(4)A of the Territory Parks and wildlife
Coaservatlon Act.
4. DME will assess any exploracion iicences currsnt over
such areas and will negotiate in good faith with the
companies for inclusion of these agreed conditioas for
xploration 1ino thoée cases where existing conditions
do not adegquately cdﬁply with this agreement.
5. DME will assess any mining tensment current within
such areas and will negotiate in good £faith with the -
companias corncerned Lo agree Lo environmenteal
zssessmenc Of projects whlch have nocC vet proceseded to ,//
|
developmenc. J_
- s
5. The Commissicn and DME will agrse o& thos% eres=s
wichin parks and reserves, which Dby reason of thelr
particular seasitlvity ©Or &sset  va-ue, shculd oe
declared &s Reserves from ~ Occupation  UNGEX the
provisions of the Minicg Act, the Coal Act and the
Petroleum Act.
7 . Ekisticg Sesarves from ' Occupation within parks and
are

S

be reviewed jointly and those whic!

EXE-DE723
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8. In general, parks acd reserves less than 1,000

hectares in size will be reserved £from occupatioca

the provisions of the Mining Act, the Cozl Aact

under

and the Petroleum Act. It is considered that

exploration and miaing activity ic such areas would De

insigaificant and could not be accommodated without

sariously impairiag park values.

he generzl conditions of exploration as approved by

9. T
Cabinet Decision No. 4385 will apply over the area of
all parks and rsserves, together with some additional

conditions which it is

wnole of the araa of &ll parks and reserves. These
ars liscsd in actachment 1.

i0. irsas of special sensitivizy within perks and resarves ‘
+111l be agrssd Dbecwesen OrLfilcers of DME and the
Commission, and =zhe following additionzl coadlitions
will cooly:

"The licensese shall, prior to the commencement

—
[\
~

of & oprogramme oOf exploratioa, reguest the

convene a

I3 of the -~ Department to

fus

Secret

b

Prograzmme Review = Meeting coasisting ot =3

18]

delegate of the §Secretary, & delegate of the

Director of Coaservatioa, and the liceasee OC

Chairmanship of the

-

his agents, under the

delegate of the Secretary to review all aspects

EXE-D6723
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of the programme Of exploracion”. Furtcher

prCogramme review meetings shall be convened at

agreed zpprooriate intervals.

shall conduct its exploratlioa in a

"The licsnsese
manner coansistent with the programme &s approved

by the delegate Of the Secrecary rfollowing the

Meeting and &any

b))

review Dby the »2Programme Revie

iven to the licanses

[{a}

inscructions chet may be

by the delegeatse of the Secretary”.

Commission could be desmeg Lo Dbe %J_ 7
. ) {/

oucside che agrzed programme 220G LAS macoer

cazproc e resolved ilmmeclate.y on-sice, the

ogfficer mey instruct one licensee C©r nls &dents
in wrizing ko csase aoseE zc=-ivicies <Ioz 2%
hours or one full working deét znd the licenses
<hall comply with sucd 2o instruccica. The

Conservatlioan Commission oF

delegate of the Secretary who shall inve

anseg OI .

furcher inscruct cthe licen

-
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Mining

<

11. All micing tenements proposed toc issue within an area

the subject of this agreement will be subject to

as required by Cabinec

enviroecmental assessment

Decision No. 4385 and procedures are to accord with

gl

the ragulirements of the Ervironmentzl Assessment Ac

Extractive Mirnerals

r extractive minerals will oaly

12. Permits and leases fo
pe grantsd within parks and reserves subject to such

eagresd betwesn the

~l
3]
[N

EXE-D6
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ATTACHMENT 1

GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR EXPLORATION

with Cabinet Decision

m
!
9]
4

The agreed conditioas 1o accord
No. 4385 are:

2

(a) exploration .personnel and their contractors and agents

o ‘no flrearms or traps are brought

1f2 1s taken or killed

. /
(o) NO nilscoric SLtes_f: structuras shell e disturoea oxr
interfered with in and{ way wunless orior writcen -
eporoval nes been granceg a)% the Dirszctor of

noT be usad exc20t for che purpose OF

eand all resasoczbls

(d) Disturbances of vegetatlon, solil, rock an

che arez 1s to be kept to a minimum.

(e) - All structures, facilities, survey markiags or other

relaced work shall be of a temporary nature and shall

be removed £rom the area at the complecion of each

EXE-D6723




by the Minister

programme unless approved otherwise

for Mines and Energy.

B

All sites where the ground has been disturbed shall be

rehabilitared and revegetated to standards approved Dy

the Minister for Mines and Energy.

and

camps and assoclatead services
only be established in such areas as

proved by the'Minister for Mines and Energy.

u
r
D
A1)
o)

epart from- - solil, rock and

t

from explorzcion activicie

[/
cne Miniscer ror Mines znd Energy. ’
(1) A1l zxplecracion personnel and CoOnLractors shall ©De
inscruccad on the necsessity to protsct archaeologiczl,

within the park.

structures wilch may exist
(3) The holder of theé exploratioan rights shall advise and

keep the Director of Conservation informed, in general

terms, of the exploractioa programme and activities

within the park.

EXE-D6723
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Note

In relatica to conditioas (e}, (k), (g) amnd (h) abave,

<

""EAe Department undertakes that consideratica of these

issues will be done ia consultatlion with the

-

Commissioa and that any determination will be in

accordance with the express requirements of the

Minister For Conservation.

In addition, the following general condlitions will also

apply:

(k) Exploratioa companies are required to coatact cthe

Commission's delegated representative 1in che <£field

rior to ccmmencing exploration.

g

-

ry
il
)
f
o
=
—
=
(s
A1)
Y
(1)}
.
-
]
fu
(8}
(r
(6]
L5t
[a]
u
]
(@]
[{)]

ratzined £Or park purposes. Such resquil

i

the Director of Coaservetlion or

nocified 1o writing by
nis delegace to the Secretary oOf DME aand the licensee.
(m) The licensse shall strip the top 100-150mm of soil

- from areas to be excavated aand stockpile separately.

Following complecion of assessment, sub-soil should be

‘raplaced first in the excavation and compacted. The

surface should be restored as aear as practicable to

natural ground coatours aad the stockpiled top 100-

150mm should then be spread evenly over the surface.

EXE-D6723
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