Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981



Library & Archives NT, NTRS 2575/P1, Volume 294, Decision 5981

CONFIDENTIAL
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RECOMMENDATION
1. It is recommended that Cabinet grant 1988/89 Design List
status for the construction of a new Courts Complex at
Katherine.
BACKGROUND
2. 1987/88 Design List status was sought for this proposal.

On 10th November 1987 Cabinet, by Decision No. 5357
requested that a specific Cabinet Submission be prepared.

CONSIDERATION OF THE ISSUES

3. (a) The need for a new courts complex has intensified in
the past twelve months. Business before the courts in
Katherine continues to increase as can be seen by the
following statistics:-

Year Matters Before The Court
1984/85 3,150
1985/86 3,351
1986/87 4,516
1987/88 5,229

(b) The present courthouse which was completed in 1959 is
antiquated, inefficient and too small to cope with
current demands. Regional estimates and projections
of the population of Katherine as supplied by the N.T.
Treasury are as follows:-

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993
5,500 6,100 6,700 8,700 8,900 9,000 9,100 9,200
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The projected population increase from 6,700 to 8,700
in 1988/89 is due to the opening of the Tindal Air
Base. The Katherine Town Council has advised that the
population has increased by approximately 10% over the
past two years. The Council also advised that over 400
people commenced occupancy of the Tindal Air Base
during October 1988 and in the Council's view the
population figures currently available are

conservative.

The Magistrates court is sitting a minimum of two, and
often three full days each week with court 1lists
sometimes not completed. This situation will
necessitate the extension of court sittings and
possibly the appointment of a full-time Magistrate at
a later date. 1In 1989 three full weeks have already
been set aside at Katherine to deal with 1lengthy
hearings. In addition, the present case load indicates
that additional days will be required for special
hearings. Effectively Katherine Court requires the
services of a Magistrate for the substantial part of
each week.

As the situation now stands the existing building
required alterations in the near future to relieve the
present overcrowding. This work is scheduled to be
undertaken as part of the 1988/89 Minor New Works
Program at an estimated cost of $20,000. This work
will, for a short period lessen the overcrowding but
will not eliminate the problem and at best is a very
temporary solution. However, if the Court was to be
temporarily relocated in the next 6-12 months to enable
a new building to be constructed on the present site,
this part of the program would be cancelled.
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OPTIONS
4. (a)
(b)
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The proposed new Courts Complex should desirably also
have facilities suitable for Supreme Court sittings
along the lines of the Alice Springs Court House. With
the growth of the Katherine area it will only be a
matter of time before it is necessary to include
Katherine as part of the Supreme Court circuit. The
Chief Justice supports this approach.

Continue with present arrangement.
This option is not favoured, the building has outlived
its usefulness and is simply too small.

Renovate existing buildings on the present site (Police
Station/Courthouse).

The Department of Transport and Works has rejected this
option for the following reasons:-

The high cost, possibly as high as the cost of a new
building.

The renovated and extended building would be a
compromise, of which the cost would not equate with the
result and it would not be as functionally satisfactory
as a new purpose designed building.

The existing building would almost certainly not be
able to be utilised during the period renovations and
extensions were being carried out. The site would not
be available until Police are relocated to their new
complex in October 1989.

Possible car parking shortfall.
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Utilise other facilities (eg. Council Chambers).

This option has also been investigated. Council
Chambers in Katherine have been inspected and found to
be suitable for Court hearings. The consensus of
opinion amongst Departmental Officers is that the
shared facility arrangement although good in principle
is not practicable given the nature of the operations
of a courthouse which is generally a purpose built
building and the location of the Council Chambers three
kms north of the Central Business District. The cost
in providing associated facilities i.e. holding cells,
interview rooms, court registry and Magistrates
Chambers would be considerable.

Staged Development

Preliminary site investigations by the Construction
Authority indicate that Staged Development 1is
impractical. The interruptions to Court sitting
through noise during the construction period will
render the existing Courthouse inoperable.

Construct a new Courts Complex with Supreme Court
facilities on the existing site.

This is the favoured option. The scope of work will
involve the construction of a Courts Complex with
facilities for a future resident Magistrate and
visiting Magistrates with regular sittings of the
Supreme Court. During the construction period
(approximately 2 years) temporary Court facilities will
be required.
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The former Community Development Building (a N.T.
Government owned building located at the corner of
Giles and First Street) is available. The building has
recently been vacated and declared surplus to the
Property Division of the Department of Labour and
Administrative Services. With partitioning alterations
this Building would be suitable as a temporary
Courthouse. Preliminary negotiations have commenced
with the Property Branch of the Department of Labour
and Administrative Services concerning the possible use
of the Building.

PUBLIC IMPACT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS

5.

The proposed construction of a new Courts Complex would be
likely to receive favourable public support with the
improvement of services available to the public and the
Legal profession, reduced delays in having matters listed
and dealt with, and a vastly improved standard of
accommodation for litigants and other users of the Katherine

Courthouse.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

6.

The 'order of cost! estimate as supplied by the Department
of Transport and Works for a new building is $5 million.
There are two options for providing interim court facilities
in the former Community Development Building, they are as

follows:~-
- Option 1 - $67,000. This option provides for a

Courtroom of 60m X 60m as compared to the existing
courtroom which is 72m x 72m and associated facilities.
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- Option 2 - §$125,000. This option provides for a
Courtroom of approximately 90m x 90m and associated
facilities.

It is likely that a resident Magistrate will be appointed

in the next two to three years at an estimated cost of

$80,000.

REGULATORY IMPACT

7. There will be no changes to existing regulations and
legislation. '

EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
8. Nil
COMMONWEALTH, STATE AND IOCAL GOVERNMENT REIATIONS

9. Consultation has taken place with the Katherine City Council
who support the proposal.

CO-ORDINATION AND CONSULTATION
10. The review of all possible options and preparation of this

submission has been undertaken in consultation with the
Department of Transport & Works and Lands & Housing.

7
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11. The submission in draft form was circulated for comment to;
. Department of Transport and Works
. Department of Lands and Housing
. N.T. Police
. N.T. Treasury
. Department of Labour and Administrative Services
. Department of the Chief Minister :
LEGISTATION
12. Nil

PUBLICITY

13. At the time of decision or at the Attorney-General's
discretion.

TIMING

14. 1988/89 Design List status is being sought for this
proposal. This will allow for construction to commence in
1990 when the site will be available consequent upon the
Police moving to Katherine East.

v VE
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